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Historically, the days following Crossover Day 

are slow. Committee work goes back into full 

swing and rules calendars are short. This year 

was no exception. The Legislature reconvened on 

Monday for a four-day work week taking us 

through Day 33. With only seven days left in the 

2019 legislative session, there are quite a few big 

bills and important issues still on the table. 

One of these issues involves election security. Beginning in 2016 and peaking during the 

2018 election season in Georgia, election security and voter trust has been a key issue. 

The Senate debated HB 316 this week. This bill is Representative Barry Fleming’s bill 

addressing the issue. The bill proposes replacing Georgia’s current all-electronic voting 

equipment with electronic paper ballot marking devices. The bill was met with stiff 

opposition from Democrats in the Senate. After over three hours of debate on the floor, 

the bill passed on a party-line vote, 35-21. The House agreed to the Senate's 

 

The other big issue of the week was the proposed “heartbeat bill.” HB 481 by 

Representative Ed Setzler would ban abortions when a heartbeat is detected – usually at 

about six weeks. This bill would create one of the strictest abortion laws in the country. 

The Senate Science and Technology Committee chaired by Senator Renee Unterman 

met on Thursday to hear this bill. The committee room and the halls of the Capitol were 

packed with people advocating on both sides of the issue. The Committee heard over 

four hours of emotional testimony. No vote was taken on Thursday and there was no 

indication when that would occur. We will continue following this issue as it promises to 

be at the center of the conversation as the final days of the legislative session are 

underway. 

 

Governor Kemp signed the Amended FY19 state budget at North Atlanta High School 

on Tuesday. The amended budget contains $30,000 designated for each Georgia school 

for security upgrades and $8 Million for student mental health along with other 

appropriation measures securing mental health treatment for more Georgians. 

 

See below for information on movement of the bills we are following.  

 



HIGHLIGHTED LEGISLATION
HB 42 – (Scot Turner) This bill prohibits professional licensing boards from refusing to 

issue a license or revoking the license of a person who is in default under an educational 

loan. 

*did not pass the House and is not viable for 2019 

 

HB 84 – (Representative Richard Smith) This bill in many ways mirrors Chairman 

Smith’s out of network billing bill from 2018. It would have required physicians to 

provide patients with certain information before elective procedures regarding their 

payment fees and network status. 

*did not pass the House and is not viable for 2019 

 

SB 18 – (Senator Kay Kirkpatrick) This bill provides that a direct primary care 

agreement between a physician and individual patient is not insurance for purposes of 

regulation under the state’s insurance laws. The bill sets requirements for such 

agreements and provides conditions under which a physician can decline to enter into 

or discontinue a direct primary care agreement. The bill passed the House Insurance 

Committee and the full House. The House vote was 155-4. This is in the first handful of 

bills that have passed both chambers. 

*passed the Senate and House - awaiting the governor’s signature 

 

SB 56 – (Senator Chuck Hufstetler) The bill addresses the out of network and “surprise 

billing” issue. 

 

SB 56 contains some similar transparency language from Smith’s version but there are 

some key differences.  

These include: 

(Please also find an attached spreadsheet with all bills we are following)

This bill covers emergency situations. Smith’s focuses on elective procedures.

There is a reimbursement mechanism for providers set at a blend of the 80th 

percentile of a third-party charge based database and the 95th percentile of the 

allowed amounts. Smith’s bill contains no reimbursement formula to satisfy the 

provider community.

The bill was heard in a subcommittee of the Insurance Committee this week. There was

testimony from both sides – the health plans were in opposition and physicians as well 

as AARP and the Georgia Retiree Association were in support. There was no vote on 

the bill and Chairwoman Darlene Taylor indicated she did not know if there would be 

time for another meeting and a vote. 

*passed Senate – referred to the House Insurance Committee 

http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


SB 106 – (Senator Blake Tillery) provides for the latitude for Governor Kemp to submit 

what is known as a 1115 waiver for Medicaid and a 1332 waiver for the ACA by June 30, 

2020. Governor Kemp maintains that a full expansion of Medicaid is off the table but sees 

this as a compromise that fits the needs of Georgia. This bill passed the Senate with a vote 

32-20. There was a hearing scheduled for the House committee to hear this bill this week 

and it was canceled. We expect the hearing to be rescheduled soon. 

 

passed the Senate – referred to the House Access to Quality Healthcare Committee 

 

SB 142 – (Senator Larry Walker) The bill requires insurers to note that an insured person 

is fully insured on their health identification card. There was a hearing on this bill in a 

subcommittee of the Insurance Committee this week. There was a substitute to the bill 

that changed the disclosure language from “fully insured” to stating that the policy is 

subject to regulation by the Department of Insurance. In the committee, the Georgia 

Dental Association testified in support of the bill. There was no vote taken. 

 

passed Senate – referred to the House Insurance Committee 

 

SB 206 / SB 133 – (Senator Jen Jordan) Limits the definition of “pre-existing condition” 

that can be used by a short-term health benefit policy. The language passed in SB 133 and 

currently resides there. 

 

passed Senate – referred to the House Insurance Committee  



CALENDAR

Monday, March 18 – Day 33 

Tuesday, March 19 – Committee Day 

Wednesday, March 20 – Committee Day 

Thursday, March 21 – Day 34 

Friday, March 22 – Day 35 

 

Monday, March 25 – Day 36 

Tuesday, March 26 – Day 37 

Wednesday, March 27 – Committee Day 

Thursday, March 28 – Day 38 

Friday, March 29 – Day 39 

 

Monday, April 1... 

Tuesday, April 2 SINE DIE! 

 

http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Information/2019_Committee_Assignments.pdf
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Health/020519%20HHS.pdf
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