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We can’t believe we are only three days away 

from Crossover Day! Crossover Day is the first 

critical point for legislation. By Day 28 (March 

7th), legislation must have passed one Chamber 

in order to be eligible for passage in the current 

legislative session. 

 

This week, there were some key measures debated in each Chamber. The House took on 

election security while the Senate made healthcare a focus of the week. Bills were 

dropped to affect rural transit, property taxes, school calendar and much, much more.   

 

The House sent the FY20 budget (HB 31) over to the Senate on Thursday of this week. 

Debate on the budget went on for over two hours late on Thursday afternoon. Much of 

the debate was centered on the topic of Medicaid expansion. Minority Leader Bob 

Trammel questioned the presenter, Appropriations Chairman Terry England, on how the 

waiver process was incorporated in the bill. Chairman England noted that there is no 

estimate at this point. Democrat Representative David Dreyer spoke in opposition to HB 

31 indicating he believes it is an error in judgment to not seek the full expansion of 

Medicaid in Georgia. Ultimately, the budget passed the House 155-13.   

 

Legislators will return on Monday, March 4th for a four-day work week that will include a 

long night at the Capitol for Crossover Day on Thursday.  

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/02/05/us/politics/trump-state-of-union-speech-transcript.html


HIGHLIGHTED LEGISLATION

HB 42 – (Scot Turner) This bill prohibits professional licensing boards from refusing to 

issue a license or revoking the license of a person who is in default under an educational 

loan issued through the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation or through a 

federal program. 

 

Passed out of Higher Education Committee 

 

HB 84 – (Representative Richard Smith) This bill mirrors Chairman Smith’s out of 

network billing bill from 2018. The bill was heard in committee for the second time this 

week. Chairman Smith had previously asked that the bill be held so he could address 

some concerns from committee members. The new version contains mediation as an 

option for negotiation in addition to arbitration. 

 

The bill does 3 main things: 

(Please also find an attached spreadsheet with all bills we are following)

Requires physicians to provide patients with their network status, names and 

information of other physicians who will provide services and an estimate of the bill.

Puts in place additional transparency requirements on hospitals and insurers

Establishes a patient arbitration process through the Department of Insurance

 

passed Insurance – in Rules Committee 

 

HB 305 – (Representative Lee Hawkins) Requires that a statement indicating that a 

subscribers health policy is fully insured is included on a subscriber’s health insurance 

identification card. 

 

referred to Insurance 

 

SB 18 – (Senator Kay Kirkpatrick) This bill provides that a direct primary care 

agreement between a physician and individual patient is not insurance for purposes of 

regulation under the state’s insurance laws. The bill sets requirements for such 

agreements and provides conditions under which a physician can decline to enter into 

or discontinue a direct primary care agreement. 

 

passed the Senate  

http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


SB 56 – (Senator Chuck Hufstetler) This bill is the Senate’s answer to Chairman Richard 

Smith’s solution to the out of network billing issue. 

 

This bill contains some similar transparency language from Smith’s version but there 

are some key differences. 

These include: 

This bill covers emergency situations. Smith’s focuses on elective procedures.

There is a reimbursement mechanism for providers set at a blend of the 80th 

percentile of a third-party charge based database and the 95th percentile of the 

allowed amounts. Smith’s bill contains no reimbursement formula to satisfy the 

provider community. 

 

passed Insurance Committee – In Senate Rules 

 

SB 106 – (Senator Blake Tillery) provides for the latitude for Governor Kemp to submit 

what is known as a 1115 waiver for Medicaid and a 1332 waiver for the ACA by June 

30, 2020. Governor Kemp maintains that a full expansion of Medicaid is off the table 

but sees this as a compromise that fits the needs of Georgia. This bill passed the Senate 

this week with a vote 32-20.  

 

Democrats expressed their concern and, in some cases, disappointment that the bill did

not include a full expansion of Medicaid up to the point of 138% of the poverty level. 

 

passed the Senate  

 

SB 206 – (Senator Jen Jordan) Limits the definition of “pre-existing condition” that can 

be used by a short term health benefit policy.  

 

referred to Health Committee 

http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Monday, March 4th 
 
Senate Health Committee 
8:00 AM 
450 CAP 
 
Senate Insurance Committee 
1:00 PM 
310 CLOB 
 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
4:00 PM 
307 CLOB 
 
Tuesday, March 5th 
 
Senate Regulated Industries 
2:00 PM 
450 CAP 
 
Wednesday, March 6th 
 
Senate Health Committee 
3:00 PM 
450 CAP 



CALENDAR

Monday, March 4 – Day 26 

Tuesday, March 5 – Day 27 

Thursday, March 7 – Day 28 (Crossover Day!) 

Friday, March 8 – Day 29 

 

Monday, March 11 – Day 30 

Tuesday, March 12 – Committee Day 

Wednesday, March 13 – Day 31 

Thursday, March 14 – Day 32 

 

Monday, March 18 – Day 33 

Tuesday, March 19 – Committee Day 

Wednesday, March 20 – Committee Day 

Thursday, March 21 – Day 34 

Friday, March 22 – Day 35 

 

Monday, March 25 – Day 36 

Tuesday, March 26 – Day 37 

Wednesday, March 27 – Committee Day 

Thursday, March 28 – Day 38 

Friday, March 29 – Day 39 

 

Monday, April 1... 

Tuesday, April 2 SINE DIE! 

 

http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Information/2019_Committee_Assignments.pdf
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Health/020519%20HHS.pdf


Contact Us

Please contact your lobbying team if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Don Bolia: 

404-314-4484 

Don.Bolia@peachgr.com 

 

Laura Norton: 

678-699-6426 

Laura.Norton@peachgr.com 

 

Brittany Ellison  

404-516-7825 

Brittany@peachgr.com 

 

Luc Boulet 

678-978-1030 

liboulet@gmail.com


