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There is only one day left in the 2019 legislative 

session. As we wrap up Day 39, we have seen a 

lot of bills morph into very different versions of 

their original selves. We will be sending a lengthy 

sine die report after Day 40 but wanted to send 

an update on a very busy week. The biggest news 

of the week is that the House and Senate have 

come to an agreement on the FY 2020 budget.  

Here are some of the highlights from the conference committee: 

This is the only piece of legislation that is required to pass during a legislative session. 

The joint conference committee report on the FY20 budget was adopted by both 

Chambers on legislative Day 38.  

 

You can find a full list of the differences between the Senate and House version HERE  

$500,000 addition for Augusta University for a three-year primary care residency 

track for physicians

Return to the House position of $5,000,000 to Morehouse School of Medicine for 

graduate medical education

$3,000 salary increase for all certified educators beginning July 1, 2019

2% raise for state employees beginning July 1, 2019

One million to Non-QBE formula grants for feminine hygiene products for low- 

income students

$100,000 to expand the comprehensive Communities in schools model of 

wraparound supports to new schools

$445,000 reduction to Senate allocation of $445,000 to maintain current funding 

levels for hospitals with trauma care designations

$150 million for a new voting system in Georgia

With the signature of Governor Kemp, the FY 2020 budget will be complete. 

 

There are many big issues still up in the air. See below for updates on these bills. 

http://www.house.ga.gov/budget/Documents/2020_FiscalYear/FY_2020_Conf_Cmte_Agreements.pdf
http://www.senate.ga.gov/sbeo/Documents/AppropriationsDocuments/FY2020/General/FY20_SAC_HB31.pdf
http://www.senate.ga.gov/sbeo/Documents/AppropriationsDocuments/FY2020/General/FY20_SAC_HB31.pdf


MEDICAL MARIJUANA
HB 324 (Representative Michael Gravely), which allows for cultivation and retail 

licenses of low THC oil has passed the House and is up for debate in the Senate today. 

During Committee, the Senate made changes to the House version so the bill will have 

to return to the House for an agree. 

HEARTBEAT BILL 
HB 481 (Representative Ed Setzler) would, along with other provisions, ban abortions 

after the detection of a heartbeat – or at approximately 6 weeks. The bill has been one 

of the most contentious issues under the Gold Dome this year. HB 481 has passed the 

House and the Senate. There were changes made in the Senate so it requires an agree 

in the House.  There have been some interesting developments around support and 

opposition of HB 481. This week, Georgia Right to Life withdrew support for the bill 

saying it is not restrictive enough. Link HERE The initial vote in the House was close – 

93-73. 91 votes make up a constitutional majority which is needed to pass the bill. We 

will have to wait and see if this new opposition will sway any votes. 

AIRPORT TAKEOVER, DELTA TAX CREDIT, TRANSIT 
GOVERNANCE

Every year there is a bill that becomes what we call a “Christmas tree.” This year, the 

bill is SB 131 by Senator Burt Jones. The bill was originally a bill aimed at a state 

takeover of the Atlanta airport on the grounds of a culture of corruption. In the Senate 

Finance Committee, Senators added a jet fuel tax break for major air carriers such as 

Delta Airlines. The bill passed the Senate on a party line vote. In the House, 

Transportation Chairman Kevin Tanner made some significant changes to the bill. 

Instead of a “takeover,” he created a state airport oversight authority with limited 

power. He also added in language from HB 511 having to do with rural transit. Now a 

78 page bill, the bill passed the House 104-70. The Senate must now agree or disagree 

with the House changes. We expect the Senate will disagree and a conference 

committee will be appointed.  

SURPRISE BILLING
Surprise billing or “out-of-network” billing has been a hot topic with the legislature for 

years. Mostly because of the difficulty interested parties have had in finding a solution. 

This year is no different. Chairman Richard Smith had a bill in the House that passed 

our of committee but failed to pass on the floor of the house. Chairman Chuck 

Hufstetler carried a bill in the Senate that passed the Senate unanimously and was 

stripped for disagreeable language in the House Insurance Committee. It seemed that 

the issue was coming to a screeching halt for the third year in a row when Senator 

Hufstetler inserted his language in HB 540 in the Finance Committee. HB 540 passed 

out of the Senate on Day 39 and awaits an agree in the House. 

http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/anti-abortion-group-urging-georgia-house-reject-heartbeat-bill/r8sKMTQlIf19HL4g6UqzaP/
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


HIGHLIGHTED LEGISLATION

HB 42 – (Scot Turner) This bill prohibits professional licensing boards from refusing to 

issue a license or revoking the license of a person who is in default under an educational 

loan. 

*did not pass the House and is not viable for 2019 

 

HB 63 – (Representative Sharon Cooper) The bill requires health benefit plans to 

establish step therapy protocol that establishes the sequence in which prescription 

drugs for a specified medical condition are deemed medically appropriate for a 

particular patient. The bill outlines four exceptions for patients and physicians to 

bypass step therapy protocols. 

 

passed the Senate – awaiting an agree in the House 

 

HB 84 – (Representative Richard Smith) This bill in many ways mirrors Chairman 

Smith’s out of network billing bill from 2018. It would have required physicians to 

provide patients with certain information before elective procedures regarding their 

payment fees and network status. 

 

*did not pass the House and is not viable for 2019 

 

HB 246 – (Representative Deborah Silcox) This bill deals with how depositions taken at 

the instance of the state are paid. Our interest in this bill comes in the form of an 

amendment that was added in the Senate. Senator William Ligon amended the bill to 

include language requiring agents, at their own expense, to appear at depositions. This 

is time consuming and costly for agents. We are working with Representative Silcox to 

have the amendment taken out of the bill. 

 

passed the Senate – awaiting an agree in the House 

 

HB 540 – (Representative Trey Rhodes) This bill was originally a tax credit bill, which 

was amended to include language from Senator Chuck Hufstetler’s SB 56 to address 

surprise billing. This language would establish a physician payment model for out-of- 

network emergency care – a blended rate that encompasses the average of the 80th 

percentile of charges and the 95th percentile of allowed amounts from an independent 

database. 

 

passed the Senate – awaiting an agree in the House  

(Please also find an attached spreadsheet with all bills we are following)

http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


SB 18 – (Senator Kay Kirkpatrick) This bill provides that a direct primary care 

agreement between a physician and individual patient is not insurance for purposes of 

regulation under the state’s insurance laws. The bill sets requirements for such 

agreements and provides conditions under which a physician can decline to enter into 

or discontinue a direct primary care agreement. 

 

passed the House and Senate and is awaiting the Governor’s signature 

SB 56 – (Senator Chuck Hufstetler) The bill addresses the out of network and “surprise 

billing” issue. Providers and insurers had previously worked together to perfect some 

of the language in the bill but there has not been consensus on a reimbursement 

methodology. 

 

The original provisions of SB 56 included: 

A focus on emergency procedures with transparency language covering elective 

surgeries.

A reimbursement mechanism for providers set at a blend of the 80th percentile of a 

third-party charge based database and the 95th percentile of the allowed amounts. 

Smith’s bill contains no reimbursement formula to satisfy the provider community. 

SB 56 was heard again in committee as a substitute. The sub included a reimbursement 

mechanism based on 150% of Medicare rates. 

 

passed Senate – referred to the House Insurance Committee 

 

SB 92 – (Senator Brandon Beach) – The bill would prohibit professional licensing 

boards from suspending or revoking the license of a person who is a borrower in 

default under an educational loan issued through the Georgia Higher Education 

Assistance Corporation or through a federal agency. 

 

passed the Senate – In House Appropriations Committee 

 

SB 106 – (Senator Blake Tillery) provides for the latitude for Governor Kemp to submit 

what is known as a 1115 waiver for Medicaid and a 1332 waiver for the ACA by June 

30, 2020. Governor Kemp maintains that a full expansion of Medicaid is off the table 

but sees this as a compromise that fits the needs of Georgia. 

 

Signed by the Governor 

 

 

http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


SB 142 – (Senator Larry Walker) The bill requires insurers to note that an insured 

person is fully insured on their health identification card. 

 

Passed the House – awaiting an agree in the Senate  

http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


Contact Us

Please contact your lobbying team if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Don Bolia: 

404-314-4484 

Don.Bolia@peachgr.com 

 

Laura Norton: 

678-699-6426 

Laura.Norton@peachgr.com 

 

Brittany Ellison  

404-516-7825 

Brittany@peachgr.com 

 

Luc Boulet 

678-978-1030 

liboulet@gmail.com


