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There comes a time in every legislative session 

when you have to be steadfast in offense and 

defense. This week we saw numerous bills from 

prior to Crossover Day in the forms of bill 

substitutes and amendments. Contentious issues 

such as the state takeover of the Atlanta airport, 

school vouchers, and Certificate of Need reform 

were resurrected in other bills. This type of  

On Friday, the Senate took up HB 481, the “heartbeat” bill that has gained national 

attention. Along with other provisions, the bill prohibits a woman from having an 

abortion after a heartbeat is detected – usually around 6 weeks. The bill has generated 

passionate crowds of supporters and opponents at the Capitol over the past few weeks. 

Amongst legislators, this issue has become the most polarizing of the Session. It will be 

debated late into the evening on Friday and we anticipate the vote will go along mostly 

party lines. 

 

The Senate revealed their changes to the House version of the FY20 budget. It has been 

noted that there are a number of earmarks for special projects in districts. Some of the 

more significant changes in the Senate version include the following: 

action is not uncommon. The bill will likely be voted back out of the Chamber it has 

already passed. it will then go back to the original chamber for an “agree.” Oftentimes 

the author will agree. If the author does not, the bill will end up in a conference 

committee.

Nearly $500,000 to enhance and maintain the trauma care system in Georgia

$6.5M to the Georgia Student Finance Commission for the dual enrollment program

$5.3 increase for facility grants for Charter Schools per HB 430 (2017)

Fully funding the $3,000 raise per teacher beginning September 2019

 

You can find the full budget tracking document HERE 

 

There still exist some controversial issues as well as local bills legislators need to pass 

for their constituents and many other pieces of legislation supported by specific 

industries, municipalities, consumer groups, etc. Legislators will reconvene on Monday 

for Day 36. 

http://www.senate.ga.gov/sbeo/Documents/AppropriationsDocuments/FY2020/General/FY20_SAC_HB31.pdf


HIGHLIGHTED LEGISLATION
HB 42 – (Scot Turner) This bill prohibits professional licensing boards from refusing to 

issue a license or revoking the license of a person who is in default under an educational 

loan. 

*did not pass the House and is not viable for 2019 

 

HB 84 – (Representative Richard Smith) This bill in many ways mirrors Chairman 

Smith’s out of network billing bill from 2018. It would have required physicians to 

provide patients with certain information before elective procedures regarding their 

payment fees and network status. 

*did not pass the House and is not viable for 2019 

 

SB 18 – (Senator Kay Kirkpatrick) This bill provides that a direct primary care 

agreement between a physician and individual patient is not insurance for purposes of 

regulation under the state’s insurance laws. The bill sets requirements for such 

agreements and provides conditions under which a physician can decline to enter into 

or discontinue a direct primary care agreement. The bill passed the House Insurance 

Committee and the full House. The House vote was 155-4. 

 

passed the House and Senate and is on the Governor’s desk 

 

SB 56 – (Senator Chuck Hufstetler) The bill addresses the out of network and “surprise 

billing” issue. Providers and insurers had previously worked together to perfect some 

of the language in the bill but there has not been consensus on a reimbursement 

methodology. 

 

The original provisions of SB 56 included: 

(Please also find an attached spreadsheet with all bills we are following)

A focus on emergency procedures with transparency language covering elective 

surgeries.

A reimbursement mechanism for providers set at a blend of the 80th percentile of a 

third-party charge based database and the 95th percentile of the allowed amounts. 

 

SB 56 was heard again in subcommittee this week. In the subcommittee, the committee 

provided a substitute to the bill that was unfavorable to the author. The bill included a 

reimbursement mechanism based on 150% of medicare rates. Providers have indicated 

this is not an acceptable number. The bill passed out of the Life and Health 

subcommittee 3-2. 

 

passed Senate – referred to the House Insurance Committee 

http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


SB 106 – (Senator Blake Tillery) provides for the latitude for Governor Kemp to submit 

what is known as a 1115 waiver for Medicaid and a 1332 waiver for the ACA by June 

30, 2020. Governor Kemp maintains that a full expansion of Medicaid is off the table 

but sees this as a compromise that fits the needs of Georgia. This bill passed the Senate 

with a tight vote of 32-20. There was a hearing scheduled for the House committee to 

hear this bill this week and it was canceled. We expect the hearing to be rescheduled 

soon. 

 

passed the House Access to Quality Care Committee – In House Rules 

 

SB 142 – (Senator Larry Walker) The bill requires insurers to note that an insured 

person is fully insured on their health identification card. There was a hearing on this 

bill in a subcommittee of the Insurance Committee this week. There was a substitute to 

the bill that changed the disclosure language from “fully insured” to stating that the 

policy is subject to regulation by the Department of Insurance. In the committee, the 

Georgia Dental Association testified in support of the bill. There was no vote taken. 

 

passed Life and Health subcommittee of Insurance – In House Rules 

 

SB 133 – (Senator Marty Harbin) Updates the Insurance code to comply with state and 

federal standards. There was language added to the bill in the Senate that limits the 

definition of “pre-existing condition” that can be used by a short-term health benefits 

policy. 

 

postponed for floor debate on 3/21 

http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


CALENDAR

Monday, March 25 – Day 36 

Tuesday, March 26 – Day 37 

Wednesday, March 27 – Committee Day 

Thursday, March 28 – Day 38 

Friday, March 29 – Day 39 

 

Monday, April 1... 

Tuesday, April 2 SINE DIE! 

http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Information/2019_Committee_Assignments.pdf
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Health/020519%20HHS.pdf
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Please contact your lobbying team if you have any questions or concerns. 
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